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the publication in 1988 of salman rushdie s novel the satanic
verses triggered a furor that pitted much of the islamic world
against the west over issues of blasphemy and freedom of expression
the controversy soon took on the aspect of a confrontation of
civilizations provoking powerful emotions on a global level it
involved censorship protests riots a break in diplomatic relations
culminating in the notorious iranian edict calling for the death of
the novelist in the rushdie affair daniel pipes explains why the
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publication of the satanic verses became a cataclysmic event with
far reaching political and social consequences pipes looks at the
rushdie affair in both its political and cultural aspects and shows
in considerable detail what the fundamentalists perceived as so
offensive in the satanic verses as against what rushdie s novel
actually said pipes explains how the book created a new crisis
between iran and the west at the time disrupting international
diplomacy billions of dollars in trade and prospects for the
release of western hostages in lebanon pipes maps out the long term
implications of the crisis if the ayatollah so easily intimidated
the west can others do the same can millions of fundamentalist
muslims now living in the united states and europe possibly be
assimilated into a culture so alien to them insightful and
brilliantly written this volume provides a full understanding of
one of the most significant events in recent years koenraad elst s
postscript reviews the enduring impact of the rushdie affair the
rushdie affair is a lucid balanced often startling and ultimately
convincing analysis scrupulously fair respectful of islam yet
unintimidated by the flood of threats and invective mark caldwell
philadelphia inquirer a work of impeccable scholarship pipes offers
a number of conclusions that merit attention at all levels amir
tahiri los angeles times daniel pipes is director of the middle
east forum and a columnist for the new york post and the jerusalem
post among his books are the long shadow culture and politics in
the middle east in the path of god islam and political power both
published by transaction greater syria the history of an ambition
and friendly tyrants an american dilemma koenraad elst is a belgium
based writer on comparative religion indian history and hindu
muslim relations very highly recommended for anyone seeking a
better understanding of contemporary islam in general and this
defining controversy in particular wisconsin bookwatch

the shi i clergy are amongst the most influential political players
in the middle east for decades scholars and observers have tried to
understand the balance of power between shi i quietism and activism
the book is based on exclusive interviews with high profile shi i
clerics in order to reveal how the shi i clerical elite perceives
its role and engages in politics today the book focuses on three
ground breaking events in the modern middle east the 1979 islamic
revolution in iran the 2003 iraq war and the 2006 july war in
lebanon by examining the nature and evolution of a shi i clerical
network the book finds that far from there being strategic
differences between quitest and activist clerics shi i mujtahid
statesmen matured from 1979 in iran to 2003 iraq by way of a
pragmatism which led to a strong form of transnational and
associated whole in lebanon in 2006 in doing so the book breaks
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down the established and misleading dichotomisation of the shi i
clergy into quietists and activists and discovers that the decision
of shi i clerical elites to become politically active or to stay
out of politics are attributable to their ability to adapt to their
political environments

including a new preface that discusses the iranian mood during and
after the june 2009 presidential election and subsequent protests
this is an intimate look at a paradoxical country from a uniquely
qualified journalist the grandson of an eminent ayatollah and the
son of an iranian diplomat hooman majd offers perspective on iran s
complex and misunderstood culture through an insightful tour of
iranian culture introducing fascinating characters from all walks
of life including zealous government officials tough female cab
drivers and open minded reformist ayatollahs it s an iran that will
surprise readers and challenge western stereotypes a los angeles
times and economist best book of the year with a new preface

the iran national front and the struggle for democracy 1949 present
explores the activities of the iran national front inf the inf is a
coalition of parties groups and individuals and iran s oldest and
main pro democracy political party this book presents a political
history of the inf from 1949 to the present day it discusses the
current platform of the inf its leadership policies strategies as
well as criticisms and weaknesses the volume draws on a rich range
of primary sources inf documents and interviews including
translated transcripts with the top leader of the inf as it is one
of the major political parties opposing the current regime in iran
the book also examines the current situation in the country it
provides an analysis of the nature of the political systems under
the shah and the islamic republic

a decade after the war for kuwait and two decades after the iran
iraq war the wider gulf region remains mired in internal regional
and international conflicts iran iraq and the arab gulf states
presents analytical perspectives including solution oriented
assessments to identify major causes for actual and potential
conflicts throughout the gulf the twenty six papers assembled in
this volume identify trends for the next decade studies on iranian
iraqi saudi and arab gulf states political agendas on the domestic
regional and international fronts are included along with
assessments on pending legal issues including border disputes
relations among the gulf states themselves as well as their complex
and evolving ties with several western powers the study closes with
four trends chapters looking at the 2000 2010 period
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iran and all muslim countries are in the news this book offers
insights into issues facing america today

ayatollah ʿali hosseini khamenei supreme leader of the islamic
republic of iran is one of the most controversial and influential
muslim leaders in the world today as iran s main decision maker his
theocratic ideology and decisions carry global consequences the
political ideology of ayatollah khamenei is the first book to
identify and analyze the development and evolution of the
theocratic ideology of the supreme leader from 1962 to 2014 using
his own writings speeches and biographies as well as literature
published in the islamic republic of iran this work provides new
insights into khamenei s political thought and behavior and their
impact on iran s domestic regional and international policies
correlating the development of khamenei s personality character and
political behavior with iran s internal and external challenges
this study explores key issues of the middle east region in
particular iran s political posture toward israel the united states
and the muslim world and the diplomatic crises unfolding over iran
s nuclear development program this work provides a comprehensive
chronological and thematic survey of khamenei s life this book will
be of interest to students scholars researchers diplomats and
policymakers focusing on middle eastern politics iranian affairs
islamic studies and international relations and could serve as an
essential resource for those striving to understand iran s policies
toward israel the united states and the muslim world as shaped by
its supreme autocrat

for over a quarter century iran has been one of america s chief
nemeses ever since ayatollah khomeini overthrew the shah in 1979
the relationship between the two nations has been antagonistic
revolutionary guards chanting against the great satan bush
fulminating against the axis of evil iranian support for hezbollah
and president ahmadinejad blaming the u s for the world s ills the
unending war of words suggests an intractable divide between iran
and the west one that may very well lead to a shooting war in the
near future but as ray takeyh shows in this accessible and
authoritative history of iran s relations with the world since the
revolution behind the famous personalities and extremist slogans is
a nation that is far more pragmatic and complex than many in the
west have been led to believe takeyh explodes many of our
simplistic myths of iran as an intransigently islamist foe of the
west tracing the course of iranian policy since the 1979 revolution
takeyh identifies four distinct periods the revolutionary era of
the 1980s the tempered gradualism following the death of khomeini
and the end of the iran iraq war in 1989 the reformist period from
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1997 2005 under president khatami and the shift toward
confrontation and radicalism since the election of president
ahmadinejad in 2005 takeyh shows that three powerful forces
islamism pragmatism and great power pretensions have competed in
each of these periods and that iran s often paradoxical policies
are in reality a series of compromises between the hardliners and
the moderates often with wild oscillations between pragmatism and
ideological dogmatism the u s s task takeyh argues is to find
strategies that address iran s objectionable behavior without
demonizing this key player in an increasingly vital and volatile
region with its clear sighted grasp of both nuance and historical
sweep guardians of the revolution will stand as the standard work
on this controversial and central actor in world politics for years
to come

an american foreign policy background study from the founding of
post biblical judaism under artaxerses nehemiah in 445 b c to the
shiite republic of the ayatollah khomeini the tehran hostage arms
transfer crises of 1979 1989 a d

hooman majd offers a dramatic perspective on a country with global
ambitions an elaborate political culture and enormous implications
for world peace drawing on privileged access to the iranian power
elite majd argues that despite the violence of the disputed 2009
elections a group of influential ayatollahs including a liberal
almost secular opposition still believes in the iranian republic
for them green represents not a revolution but a civil rights
movement pushing the country inexorably toward democracy albeit a
particular brand of islamic democracy with witty candid and
intelligent reporting majd himself the grandson of an esteemed
ayatollah introduces top level politicians and clerics as well as
ordinary people even jewish community leaders all expressing pride
for their ancient heritage and fierce independence from the west
from publisher description

ask most americans and they ll tell you that presidential campaigns
get dirtier and more negative with every election this text
suggests that this may not be as true as we think and shows that
over the last dozen elections negativity may have been well
publicised but hasn t increased

as a religion islam has been demonized for its gender practices
like no other this book analyzes that orientalism with particular
reference to representations of muslim women it describes the real
sexual politics of islam the rise of islamic fundamentalism and the
west s response to it the author argues that regardless of the
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sophisticated argument of postmodernists and their suspicion of
power postmodernism as an intellectual and political movement has
put itself in the service of power and the status quo she
demonstrates how this trend has given rise to a neo conservative
feminism she also asks questions of those who in denouncing the
racism of western feminism have taken up an uncritical embrace of
the islamic identity of muslim women the book should interest those
concerned about human rights as well as for students and academics
of women s studies political science social theory and religious
studies

this text argues that communication is the foundation on which a
society is based and the means by which it maintains political
economic and social relationships with other societies issues
covered include who owns information and what the cultural
implications of the information age will be
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